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ORBANIZATIONAT, DATA SHFED

Al iy
PART i
S

18t Pattalion, 9th Marines.

2. Period Covered, 1 September through 30 September 1965.

3. Comanding Officer. 18t Rrn, 9th Marines, ILtCol Verle E. LUDWIG.

e SRR AR M BEL o~ portedor ey

4. _ Command Postg:

1-10 September - Vieinity Da Nang Airfield - coordinates gBT 023732;
10-%0 Sepvomber ~ Vieinity Marble Mowntain -~ coordinstes (BT 068718

' 5. Suvcrdinate Tnits:

e o g . i i Ak

i3t Bn, 9th Marines LtCol LUDWIG
[ ] 485 _Coupaty 18l KNOUSE
b Conpany AN %1«-17 Septembor) Cept DRIVER
17-30 September) Capt MCDAVID
Company "B® Capt WELSH
Coumpany “gh Capt MARADA
Company 'D# % ~7 Septembexr) Capt WEST
7-30 Septemder) Capt HARRIS
1st Plat, Co "B, %3 Tank Bn (1-10 September; 1stLt FORNEY
Cozpany BV (=), %4 Tenk Bn (10-30 Septeuber Capt LEE :
1gt_Plat, Co "C", 3a_AT BB 18tli L'HUREAUX
4th Plat, Co "B", 1st imTrac Bn 2dLt BENNETT
Battery 'D*, 24 Bn, 12th Marines Capt WHIPPLE
24 Plat (-), Co "4, 9 ", 9th NP Bn 18tLt MOBONEY

6+ Command Struciure

., 1-30 September 1%5

IIT MAR
)
24 MarMv

!
Bivision
Deserve 9th Maxines (-) (Rein)

Misgion¥* 1 . .,E. I .

18t Bn, 9th Marines N

* ~ Miggion effeotive 1410 Septewber only.
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- 1. Mis mieeion of defendmg the eree, aoruth of the ZDA KANG

' A;irfield &nd “tho eeeimcd portion of “tha Regmen'tal TAOR Pomadnod “tho” samg,

Propare to conduct unilateral scarch oand _destroy Opere.tione' daintain one (1)
rifle.company in.a one (1) hour resotion posture; edch ‘front. ‘1ine* eompcmy con-
duct a minimum of oné (1):cotibat patiolk, one (1) ambush, ard ond {1) listoning
post per night, and omploy at least one-(1) scout-sniper tenh during 4 24 hour
period; prepere to conduct cowbinad operaticns with ARVN beyond boundaries of
assigned portion of tho DA NANG TAOR; provido segurity for DA NANG EAST; on
order, provide one (1) rifle compsny in o one (1) hour renction posture. “The
miggion wos assigned to this Battolion to conduct Oporntion Golden Fleece and
Rice Straw, in connection with security for the rice-hoivest. This operation
was to contimge throughout the rice harvest seasone

On 2 Soptomber 1965, this Battalion was assigned the mission of providing o
blocking force for -the Richard M. NIXON Demonstration, which 'was to be son~
ducted by the 11th Poanger Battalion, ABVN, on 4 Soptosbor 1965. Thie mission
wos assignod by Rogimonal Frag Order 30-65. This Frag Order alsc assigned
this Battelion the mission of assuming the responsibility for security of the
joint rodar site at Monkey Mountain (BT 062853), to ‘conbinus a6 rear ored’
patrols, and to effect ohamge of ’bounda.ry with 2(1 Betta.lim, 9th Merinee, ef-
fective 0314005 September 1955. < .

o Qn 10 September 1965, Reg;mental Frag Order 37-65 e.esigned thle Battalion the
"4 migsion of mainteining one (1) compeny as Division Mobile Rescrve Company on &
. ene (1) hour alert. etat'ua. Rice Stmw and Golden F.Ieece Opemtione wére to be
continued, : . L. . N
On 16 September 1965, Regimental Fro.g Qrder 40-65 placed on the 1at Battalion
.. the requirement”of posting one (1) scout-sniper team per front line cdmpany
rightly. These toams were to be postsd during the hours of darkness and
contime sniping mission during daylight hours, Opera.tzon Golden Fleece was o
be continued. Battalion reserve was to be designated Regimental reserve and was -
" not to be committed without approvel of the 9th I*hrinee. ) :

- n 19 September 1965, Regimentsl F‘mg Order 40-—65 assigned the 1at Batte.lion the
* .mission. of maintaining the responeibility for the DA NANG” Rarbor security until
relioved by the 34 Marines on-010800H Ootober 1965. Ad additional mission was
to prepaxe plans for a geaxch of- the SONG VINH DIEN River north from.eapt-west
" grid line (BT 65) 6 grid line (BT 69). D-Jlay was 'bo be 23 Septem'ber 1965.

Golden Ebeece Opemtione con‘cihued.

s -

. On 20 September 1965, Regmental Ecag Order @%5*@%& Batte;wo&olﬁe fmklowing
.aigaions:. To be prepared to. provide-a réinforeing unit for Company "1}" L3d
:Reconnaissance Battalion during operetions 20 and 21 September 19653 Yo prew-
pared to establish & vehicle search and contxdl point on the CAM.LE BAC Bridge,
on the coast highway 3n the vicinity of coordirates (BT 079696) and thé Marble
Mountain Bridge at coordinates (BT 072702).  Thé 1st Battalion was to be relieved
-0f the responsibilities for local sscurdty of the hospital site, DA NANG EAST.
Rice Straw and Golden Flesge Operatiuns wers to be continued
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‘On 26 September 1965, a mission was aswigned to conduct a Martin Clemens Patrol

{Civil Affairs/Psychological Yarfare/Combat) from 2707COH to 291900H, from

coordinates (BT C67714) to (BT 645689) and from (BT 059694) to (BT 046715 )e

This was a combinaticn of IVT and foot patrol. Operations Rice Straw and Golden

Tleece were to be continued, S ' '

2, Movements Made. On 10 September 1965, the Battalion CR started to displace
from the ares south of the DA NANG Airfield and adjacent to the SONG CAU DO

niver at coordinates (BT 023733) to be relocated in the Marble Mountain area at

. coordinates (BT 068715). Compand shifted to the new CP at 101850H September 1965.

.3. Exercise Particivation. None.

4, Treining Condudted

8. 1-30 September 1955

SUBJECT HOURS TYRE INSTRUCTION | ®
Mine Clearing RS ¥ Lecture and Application

Treining was limited during thié- pericd due to tactical committments,

5., Terrain and Weather, Terrain and weather did not materially affect the
acoomplishment of any of the assigned missions, Operations of LVP's in the
area south of Marble Mountain vas hampered slightly by séndy terrain and mud
holes. This period was marked by an increased amount of wit ‘weather. Tracked
vehicles were experiencing many meintenance problems attiibuted directly to the
serdy terrain., For exsmple, extra wear on sprockets, tracks, and drive wheels
was noteds ’

6. Narrative Summary of Events (1-30 Septembe;'}

a. 1 September. At 0100_36H the 24 Platoon, Company "A" received approxi-.
mtely 10 rounds of eniper fire from the vicinity of coordinates (BT 078598). .
No fire was returned and no cesunltics resulted from this ircident.

At 010115H the artillery FO with Company "A" requested & fire migeiont on 30 {0
.40 VC in the vieinity of coordinates (BT 081698), This mission vas fired at
010150H, and was on target. Ihe. Company FO was unable to observe, however,'
many small gecondary explosions were heard in the ares., A4 patrol was gent into
the micmion ares at first light and reported finding large blood: traces.

At O10730H a patrol dispatched by-the 3d Platoon, Company AP pegcelved 15 rounds -
. of smell arme shipor fire in the vicinity of coordinates (BT 683670)s TIhe

patrol déployed to engage the sniper(s). At 010830H wiile still deployed, the
patrol received nine (9) more rounds of suiper fire in the vicinity of coordinates
(BT 083660), This time the patrol wos sble to observe the direction from which
the fire originated. They returned fire and rushed the enemy positionss One {1)
VCS was captured. One (%) friendly casuslly wes custained,

' .
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be 2 Septembers At 020050E seven (7) VC probed the lines of the 3d& Platoon,
Company "C" in  the vicinity of coordinates (BT 035690). The VC.uged one (1)
automatic weapon and various saall arms. One {1) large explosion was heard in
the vicinity cf the 3d Platoon. fThe platoon weturned fire with emall axms
and illuminated the axea, Aftor the initial 8tum mortar illumiasticn burst,
three (3) figures were observed ruming away, and were brouvght usder firva, No
friendly casualties were sustained. A patrol was dispatched to check cut the
ares and had negative results. : f .

A% 020100H the 15-1; Piatoon/Coupeny CP of Company "A" in the Vicinity of coor-
dinates (BT 052695) received 30 to 40 rownds of small arms fite -from the vieinity

. of coordinates (BT 043688) arid (BT 052688)s Four (4) rounds of &§1mm mortar

illuminstion, three (3) 90mm cennister rounds, snd small arms were used ageinst

. the snipers, This action caused an immediate cemsation of enemy fire, A patrol

wag sont out to seerch out the area, but no bodies were found,

A% 020205H & . soout~sniper team from the 19t Platoon, Company YA" in position at
coordinates (BT 052’6951; fired on & V¢ at (BT 052695). One of tho members of
the. scout-sniper toalr ‘reporied that he saw. the VO fall and did not get up. He
was prostmed dead. A patrol was sent out to search the area, but the body was
not found, . .

At 020100 a patrol dispatched by Company "D engeged 10 ¥C in the vieinity of
coordinates (BT 088661). A fire mission was cdlled in ‘immediately and completed
by 020200H. An investigation of the area was made after thé fire mission was
completed.  There was evidence of at lesst three (3) VO wIA's, No fxdendly
casuslties were sustained. - ' . S

4 patrol from Company *D" engaged an unkmown mumber of VC in the vicinity of TRA
L0 (BT 088681). Three (3) VC were observed retreating in a westerly divestion

" end they were pursued by fire. The patrol requested assistance from the 15t
© . Platoon, Company ."D* who ‘subsequently dimpatched two (2) IVT's with a-platoon ()

aboard, Upon arxrival of the reinforcements, the area was searched and traces

"+ of blood and other evidence of at least three (3) V¢ WIA's was founds Two of

these wore probably KiA's. When the platoon returned to their patrol base in
the vicinity of (BT 084699) about 021630H, they requested an artillery fire
nigsion through the Company Commender of Company "D". The FO with Company -#D"
complied with the request and 12 rounds were fired., The FO reported excsllent
effect on the target, T : .

At 022040H an ambush froi the 24 Platoon, Company "A'" fired on 11 V¢ in the
‘vicinity 'of cooxdinates (BT 041669)e As.a.result of this anbush, cne (1) V¢
vas killed and four (4) .captured. Ome.(1) Chinese Communist hand grenade,

five (5) Victnamese ID.cards, one (1) lighter, and othér miscellancous materials
were ceptured, . The VC personnel and captured materials were evacusted to ITT.
The wounded.were taken to C&C Hospital and treated before teking them to ITT.

e 3 September. - At 030045E Frag Order 1365 was issued to all units,
Basicaily this was an oxder to relocate all companies, axcept Cobpanies “G¥ and
"BY There wes no change in the besioc missions, Company "AM moved to the vi-
cinlty of coordinates (BT 063695).
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- At approxlme.telv 050937H S8gt C.JC‘; &2 of Company DY stepped on a-lond mine in

©. the vieinity .of ,goordinates {37 08"f:.°?) The ores where .the casually wag

- . sustained. bemg an gred of a-suspected enzmy OP, ‘.:he Company Commandar of
Compa*w R requested an 8tom mordor fire missien .,n that area at 031008H. Tun
mission was approved by the Battalion Coumanlaxy and fired.as 031015H.. T2
fire mission vas completed gt 031050H. There wes an .estiraticn of nine (%)

VG WIA as a result of the mission. ' B . )

l}
-

de 4 September. At 04100011 & scou -sniper team from Company "A" employad
.. at coordinates (87 072595) received eight {8) mounds of saiper fire, . The scout.
" gniper team rsturned fire and the gniper i‘zre ceased. No fr:.endly casue 11:4.99

were sugtained., VC casuslties comdd rot be e.sr-ertamedu

In the vlcln..t! o“ coordipates (BT 043678) at 0416104 & patrol d:.spatched by
Company "G was fired on and the patrol immediately deployed and swepd the areca
from which the fire was coming, capturing one {1} VC. ¥No friendly casualties
ware sustained.

The 3d Platoon, Compary "ﬁ." reported at 042100H they received "0 rounds of snie .
per fire in the vicinity of coordinates (BT 065697). They returned fire with

snall ayms and M79 (40mm) fire and the sniper fire ceased, No friendly

casualties were sustained and there was no evidence of V¢ casualtigs,

_ 8. 5 Sentemher, all companies continued to oceupy and patrol their assigned
areds m.'uhou‘c inc: dent; There were no unusual occurances during this periods

. fe 6 Se_g__e‘nber. 4% 061000H in tne v:.clmty of codpdinates (BT 044675) a
patrol dlspatched by COmpany "ot g "‘31‘1“-‘% 15 V0, The V¢ dispersed ard the

. patrol pursued in IVT!'s and on foot. 8Sgt J. E. ALLEN of Company “CM was

. wornded as a result of this incident, “one (1) VG was k:.llﬂd, two { 2) \{Y wounded,
and three (3) VC captured. X

Company “A" conductn.d & sweep in the area of TRAKHE { 2) (B‘l‘ 070682}, TRA; KEL., (3)
(=0 0706/0), and grid squares (BT 0767) and (BT 0768). - The sweep was conduoied
between the hours of 060500 and 0561855H. At Q615008 Compary "a" reported they
hed ceptured 15 VCS and that one (1) Harine had been wounded, During the opera-
tion 53 VCS were appreheounded, 21 V¢ were wounded; and &ight (8) VC wére J,cll.lc,«cr.z
Pour (4) frlendly casualties were sug' ba,:medo ' . L

Ze 7 Sentemhﬂra L% 07Co00H Conpeyy MGY crossed an LOD botwreen coordinates

(BT 048775 and (57 052664) commencing a Company (~) search and destroy

. operation.. The company was reinforced with five (5) IVIts, three (3) tanks,
ard, two (?3 ONTO3.  One (1) platoon held blocking posiiions from coordinates
(BT 044660) to (B 040666), while onz (1) platoon (-) acted as-the semrch
slement, After crossing the LOD, the platoon moved west to the-vicinity of
cooxdinates (BT 028672) where they encountered sniper fire: from a suall caliber’
weapon. Two (2) fire teams were dispdtched to overcome. the sniper's pogition.

" ks the fire teom approsched, a VO was obsexved rumning away frow the position,
The VO was killed, Company "C™ wasg éccorpanied ‘on this search Y & V¢ who was
captured on 6. September. This V¢ was used for the purpose of rointing out other
V( in.the area. UCompany "CY returned o th ir ¢P at C ( 1210H without further

enexy contact,

]
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