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upon removal of baslc correspondence

THIRD ENDORSEMENT on CO, BLT 1/9 1ltr 3 WDF djo over 3480
Ser 0071-65 of 19 Mar 1965 .

From Commandling General, Fleet Marine Force, Paclfic
To Commandant of the Marine Corps

Subj Command Diary for the period BLT 1/9 served as
Number 1 Surface BLT, Seventh Fleet
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on GO, BLT WDF:dgo over 3480 Ser: Q07165

dtd 19Maré5

From. Commanding Offacer, 9th Marines

Tos Commandant of the Marane Corps

Vias El) Commandang General, 3rd Marine Davision (Rein), BMF
2) Commandang General, Fleet Marane Force, Pacafac

Suby: Command Diary for the peraod BLT 1/9 served as Number 1 Surface

. BLT, Seventh Fleet, submission of

Q/ 1. Forwarded,

3C EYH rrm
3248

{ 31 Mar 1965

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on CO, BLT 1/9 1ltr 3 WDF djo over 3480 Ser
0071.-65 dtd 19Mar65

From Commanding General, 3d Marine Division
To Commandant of the Marine Corps
Via Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Suby Command Diary for the period BLT 1/9 served as Number
1 Surface BLT, Seventh Fleet

Aidlw 5 e

Chist of Stalt

i, Forwarded.
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Copies I of 7 copies
HEADQUARTERS . SECRET .
BLT 1/9 8th Mar Regl
3rd Marine Division (Rsin), FMF Control No OQI8365
¢/o ¥PO San Francisco, California, 96601  Copy No of 7
31WDF 4 0
3480
Ser: 0071~65
19 Mar 1965

Commandant of the Marime Corps

(1) Commarnding Officer, 9th Marines

Comuanding General, 3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj+ Commsnd Disry for the pericd BLT 1/9 served as Number 1 Surface
BLT, Seventh Fleet, submission of

Ref (=) MCO 3480,1
§b FMFPacO 5750.74
- ¢) Div0D 3480,1
(d) 3rdMarDiv CpPlan 201-43

Enele (1)~ Command Diary
(2)~ BLT 1/9 Operation Flan 261-6/4 with Admin Plan 201-84
(3) - Mep: Vietnam 1+50,000; AMS, Series L701; Shesta: 6343 I,
III and IV and 6442 IIL—2. 00 At Ren b Core 10 !
}h v BLT 1/9 Frag Order 1-64 ° ™
5) - BLT 1/9 Frag Order 2-64 -
~BLT 1/9 Frag Order 3-54

(6
s“g {7) - C.0. BLT 1/9 notes of visit of Tan Sn Nhut, Bien Hoa and

Vung Tan Airbases on 12 January 1965
{8) - Company Commanders notes of tour of Tan Son Nhut defensive
porimster on 12 January 1945
(9) - €.0. BLT 1/9 notes of conference held at Tan Son Nhut by
C.0. 33rd TAC Sgd. on 14 January 1965
(1o)vnri§ 1 9)Bulletin 1500 of 20 Dscember 1964 (SLF Training
gram

1. In accordsnce with the provisions of references (a) through {(d),
the Command Diary for the perlod during which BLT 1/9 served as Number 1
Surface BLT, Seventh Fleect (23 December 1964 - 7 March 1965), is

gubnitted herewlith.
J
é i. (ENS

Copy to
gg? 79 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS,
CTF 76 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
File DOD DIR 520010
m
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BLT 1/9

3pd Marine Division (Rein), FMF
¢/o FPO Sen Francisco, Califomia, 96601

Part I - Organizationsl Date Sheot

1. Designation of yeporting unit: BLT 1/9, 3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF

‘2, Psrio? covered by reports 23 December 1964 - 7 March 1965

3, Date of submission of report: 19 March 1965

4« Neme ana rank of Commanding Offlcere Lieutenant Colonsl Thurman OWENS

5. location of Command Post at end of periods USS PRINCETON (LPH-5)

6., List of subordinat; units and nemes and renks of commenders &t end

of period.
1st Battalion, Sth Harines
®H&SY Company
Company "AM
Company "B"

Company "C"

Company "D"
Battery ™" (Rein), 2ndka, 12th Marines
ist Flatoon (Rein), Co "C*, 3rd Tank Ba

1sb Platoon (Rein), Co A", 3rd AT En
Lth Platoon (Rein), Co "BY, lst imtrac ®n
1et Platoon {Rean), Co "C%, 3rd Engr Bn
1t Piatoon (Rean), Co "D%, 9tk MT Bn

-

h

L e

ItCol T. CWENS
Capt J.A. MARTIN
Capt T.E. DOUDNA
Capt J.J. O'MEARA
Capt W.D. FILLMORE
23Dacbl, ~ 21Febbs
it W.B. GRAY
22Febb5 - THarbs
It R.C. GARTEN
Capt H. SCHOFIELD
It R.BE. ABLOWICH
23Deckl - LFebbs
1t wW.C. OPELLO
5Feh65 - TMarés
1t C.J. ROONEY

Lt AOP. AI'ES

It J.R. PLEIER

It L,K. LOCKE
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ist Platoon (Rein), Co "A", 3rd Recon In

%
Detachment, Headquarters En, 3rdMarDiv
Detachment, 3rdShPtyEn

Detachment, 3rd Service Bn

Dstachment, EOD Platoon (Team A), Srd FSR
Detachment, 3rd Dentsal Co , FIF
Detachment,, Co "CY, 3rd Madical Bn

It H.H. SWINEBURNE
23Dectl ~ 15Janb5

1t A.H. WHITTLE
16Jané5 - TMarés

1% G.J. BURRCWS

It R.J. KNOWLES

Sgt J.S. DUCKETT
W.0. S.J. REMBISH

It J.E. TABOR Usw{nec)

m2 J,J, SHITH

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

-~

L ' ¢

HEADQUARTERS
BLT 1/9
3rd Marine Diviswon (Rein), FMF
o/o FPO San Francisco, Californias, 96601

o

Part II - Narrative Swmary

1. BLT 1/9 embarked at White Beach, Ckanawa om 19 December 1964 aboard
the USS HENRICO (APA-45), the USS UNION (AKA-106) and the US3 VANGOUVER
{1PD-2) gailing on 21 December 1964 and arrived at the Naval Station,
Subie Bay, R.P.I. on 23 December 1964. Immediately upon arrival in

Subic Bay this organization exchanged shipping with BLT 3/3 embarking
aboard the USS PRINCETON (LPH-5) flagship of CIG 76.5, the USS BEXAR
(APA-237) and the USS THOMASTON (LSD-28). BLT 1/9 assumed the status

of the Number 1 Surface BLT, Seventh Fleest, an element of Task Group 76.5
on 23 December 1964 and completed loeding supplies and equirment the
following day.

2. Christmas morning, 25 December 1964, Task Group 76.5 was alerted for
Special Operations. By 1200 of that day TG 76.5 was underway for station
off Cap St. Jacques, Republic of Vietnam. The BLT arrived on station on
27 December and was piaced on a six hour reaction time with the miesion

of ocoupying and securing Tan Son Nhut (TSN) Airfield in Saigon to ensure
continuation of air operation at that facility. Wecessary Frag Orders
wera isaued for the sccomplishment of the assigned mission and after
arrivel on station several conferences were conducted with representstives
of COMUSMACY an Saigon for further ccordination.

3. On 7 Jeunary 1965, & practice turnaway helicopter and surface lending
was conducted. During this period on station shipboard training wes
commenced immediately with special emphasis on helicopter operations,
riot control measures and physical fitness.

4. Planning continued within 76.5 and on 12 January 1965 the CO of ELT 1/9
wag conducted on an air reconnaissance of Tan Son Nhut, Blen Hoa and

Vung Teu Airfields. The same day two of the BLT Company Commanders were
conducted on & tour of the ground defenses of Tan Son Nhut Airfield,

5. The BLT remained on stataon off Cap St. Jacques until 25 January 1965
when the reaction time was changed to ninety-six hours angd then the entire
TG 76,5 uas underway for Hong Kong. The next day, 26 January 1965, the
BLT was agein alerted for Special Operations and proceeded to station off
Danang, Vietnam, Then on 28 January the Taak Group again returned to
station off Cap St. Jacques on six hour reaction time.

6. The 30th of January again saw the reaction time relaxed to ninety-six
hours and the Task Group wss underway to Subie Bay, P.I, Upon arpival in
Subic Bay on 2 February the BLT conducted a practice helicopter and surface
landing. The next several days the BLT attended to preventive maintenance
and on 6 February started Jungle Training in the Subis Bay Training Area.
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7. 7 FPebruary again brought the alert to the BLT for 3pecisl Operations.
That day the Tesk Group commenced movement to station off Cap St. Jacques.
On 10 February the BLT was again on station standing by on & alx hour
reaction time with the same mission of ocoupying and securing TSN Alrfield,
Saigon. Shapboard training continued with general military subjects
training with emphasis on physical conditioning. On 27 February the
reaction time was agein moved back to ninety-six hours and the Task Group
procaaded to Subie Bay arriving on 2 March.

8. For the next several days the BLT conducted preventive msintenance and
prepared for relief as Number 1 Surfacs BLT. On 7 March BLT 2/9 relieved
BLT 1/9 as Number 1 Surfacs BLT and BLY 1/9 off loaded from the Number 1
Surface BLT shipping,

9+ Upon off loading on 7 March the BLT loaded aboard Landing Ship
Squadron Nine {six LSTs) for the preturn to Gionawa. Loading was completed
on 8 March and the BLT was enroute to Okinawa from 9 to 12 March.

10, On the 13th of March ths BLT commenced off losding at Buckner Bay and
Ora Wan Beach, Oktinawa, The Completion of off loading of the BELT waa
conducted at Naha, (kanawa on 14 March 1965.

e - -
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HEADQUARTERS
BLT 1/9
3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMP
¢/o FPO Sen Francisce, California, 96601

Part III - Chronologleal Narrative

19~20 Dec 64 BLT 1/9 boarded USS HENRICO (APA-45), USS UNION (AKA-106)
and USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2) at White Beach, Okinawa.

21-22 Dae 64 BLT 1/9 underway for Subic Bay, P.I.

23 Dec 64 BLT 1/9 arrived Subic Bay, P.I. off loaded from USS HENRICO,
USS UNION and USS VANCOUVER and boarded USS PRINCETON (LPH-5),
USS BEXAR (APA-237) and USS THOMASTON (LSD-28). Assumed
stabtis as Muber 1 Surface BLT relieving BLT 3/3.

24 Dec 84 Completed loading abosrd Number 1 Surface ELT shipping.®

25 Dec 64 BLT 1/9 alerted for Spscial Operations departed Subic Bay
procesding to station off Cap St. Jacques, Vietnam,

26 Dec 64 Forwerd element of BLT 1/9 aboard USS PRINCEION arrived on
gtation off Cap St. Jacques at 2010H on six hour reaction
time. BLT 1/9 Prag Order l=-64 issued.

27 Dec 64 Remainder of BLT 1/9 aboard USS BEXAR and USS THOMASTON
arrived on stetion off Cap St. Jacques.

22 Dec 64 CTP 76 held operation confersncs shoard USS PRINCETON for
all Navy and Marins Commanders of TF 76. BLT 1/9 Frag
Order 2-6l iasued,

29 Deo 64 Shipboard training being conducted with specisl emphasis on
riot control meseures.

20 Dec 64 €0 BLT 1/9 attended operation conference with COMUSHMACY
at Soipon ag member of party from TF 76 and Nanth MEB.

31 Dec 64 BLT 1/9 Frag Order 3-64 issued.

1 Jan 65 Holiday Routine,

2 Jen 65 Iogistics conference Held by CCMUSMACV J-I4 at Saigen for MEB,

BLT's 1/9 and 2/9 and MM 162, BIT 1/9 S-} attended. Subjects
covered = in country fixed wing aircraft for troop and eco&ui -
ment 1ift, mogas, smmo, rations, motor tra&nsport and m

svaouation facilities.

3 Jan 65 Holiday Routine.
4 Jdan 65 Smpboard training continuing on genergl subjects with emphasiss, ‘;“‘?@
on physical fitness and riot control maswes. "R ot 8

5 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Naval Gunfire Support Communications Exercise conducted
between USS PRINCETCN and USS ANDERSCN (DD-786).

6 Jan 65 Naval Cunfire Support Commmnications Exercise conducted
between USS PRINCETON and USS ANDERSON (DD-786).
7 Jan 65 MajGen D.M. CDEN, Commander U.S. Arvmy Support Command,

Vietnam visited USS PRINCETON. Briefed on planned BLT
operations in and sround the Saigon area  Cbperved troop
reaction time and losding and landing of f£irst 11 air-
craft in accordance with Tab E, Appendix 1, Amex C to
BLT 1/9 ¢p*lan 201-64. A practice landing of surface
slements of BLT 1/9 was also condusted in accordance with
Tab G, Appendix 1, Annex € to BLT 1/9 CpPlan 201-64.

BLT 1/9 CO and CEOC attended moeting with COMUSMACV and
2dAirDiv at Saigon in company with CG Ninth MEB.

& Jan 65 Counter Insurgency Operations in Vietnem briefing was
conducted by the J-2 and J=3 of COMUSMACV aboard the
US$ PRINCETON for officer of BLT 1/9, HMM 162 and the

USS PRINCET(N.

9 Jan 65 Shipboard training in accordence with enclosure (10)
continuing with emphasis on physical conditioning.

10 Jan 65 Holiday Routine,

11 Jan 65 Navel Confire Support Communications ¥xercise conducted

betwoen USS PRINCETON and USS O'BANNON (DD-450).

12 Jan 65 CO BLT 1/9, S-3 and two company ccumanders were conducted
on tour of Ten Son Nhut, Bien Hoa and Vung Tau Airhases.
See enclosure {7) and (8).

13 Jan 65 Faval Gunfire Support Communications Exerciss conducted
betwsen USS PRINCETON and USSSO'BANNCN {DD-450).

14 Jan 65 CO BLT 1/9 attended meeting st Tar Son Nhut with CO,
33rd TAC Sqd. See snclosure (9).

15 Jan 65 Naval Qunfire Support Communications Exercige conducted
between USS PRINCETON and USS O'BARNCN {DD-450).
.

16 Jan 65 Shipboard training continuing with emphasis on mep reading
and physical c¢onditioning.

17 Jan 65 Holiday Routine,

18 Jan 6% Shipboard training continuing with emphasis on physical
fitness.

24 Jan 65 Holiday Routinae.
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26 Jan 65

27 Jan 65
28~29 Jan 65

30 Jan 65

31 Jan 65
1 Feb 65
2 Peb 45

3 Feb 65

L Peb 65

5 Feb 65
6 Feb 65
79 Feb 65

10 Peb 65
11 Feb 65
12 Feb 65
13 Peb 65

14 Peb 65
15 Feb 65

Six hour reasction time relaxed to ninety-six hour,

departed station off Cap St. Jacques, envoute to Hong Konge
BLT 1/9 alerted for Speciel Operations, Hong Kong trip
cenceled enroute to station within 24 hour reaction tims
of Daneng, Viaetnam.

BLT 1/9 on gtation off Danang.

BLT 1/9 received change of station procesded off Cap St. Jacques
on six hour veaction time.

S$x hour reaction time chenged to ninsty-six hours, BLT 1/9
departed station enroute Subic Bay,

Holiday Routine,
Enroute Subic Bay,

BLT 1/9 conducted practice landing of helicopter and
surface elements upon arrival Subic Bay.

Prevenitive muintensnce for BLT,

BrigGen P.J KARCH conducted operational briefing aboard
USS PRINCETON for all officers and staff noncommissloned
officers of BLT 1/9 and HMM 162.

Preventive maintensnee for BLT,.

Jungle Training for H&S Compeny.

BLT 1/9 alerted for Special Operations undemmy to station
off Cap St. Jaecques.

ELT 1/9 on station off Cap Ste Jacques on six hour resction

*

Naval Bunfire Support Communiocations Exercise conducted
between USS PRINCETON and USS ROWAN (DD-782).

Haval GCunfire Support Communications Bxercise conducted
betwsen USS PRINCETON and USS ROWAN (DD-782),

Shipboard training in general subjects conmenced agein
once wilerway with emphapis on physicel conditioning.

Holiday Routine,

BLT COMMEX conducted. BLT Tae log and TAR Nets activated

aboard WSS PRINCETON with USS BEXAR and USS THCMASTON,
Commenced 0930, succesafully completed at 1100, Navel

Gonfire Support Communications Exercise conducted hstween
USS PRINCETON and USS BLACK (DD-666). " Qe aid Eﬂ
7 mecuf; Sou
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16 Feb 65

27 Feb 65

1 Mar 65
2 Mar 65
36 Mar 65

7 Mar 65

8 ¥ar 65
9.12 Mar 65
13 Mar 65

1 Mar 65

o ¢

During the period Naval Gunfire Support Communicsaticns
BExercises were conducted bstween the USS PRINCETCN and
the USS BLACK (DD-666) on 17, 19, 22 and 23 Februery.
General subjects training continued with daily pericds of
physical conditioning,

Six hour reaction time relaxed to ninety-six hours, BLT 1/9
underway for Subie Bay.

Enroute Subic Bay, P.I.
BLT 1/9 arrived Subic Bay.

BLT conducted preventive maintenance and prepared for
relief as Mumber 1 Surface BLT. 3

Relfieved as Kumber 1 Surface BLT by BLT 2/9, Off loaded
from Number 1 Surface BLT shipping and loaded aboard
Tanding Ship Squadron Nine (LSTs USS VERNON COUNTY,
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, WASHIENAW COUNTY, WASHOE COUNIY,
WINDHAM COURYY and WHITFIELD CQUNTY.

Completed loading aboard Landing Ship Squadron Nine.
Underway enroute Ckinawa.

Arrived (kinowa and commsnced off loading of BLT at
Buckner Bay and Ora Wan Besch,

Off loading of ELT completed at Neha, (kinawa,

1 oy @s%g‘- %E@

8 ENCLOSURE (1)
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