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56 .Sxmziame.mg-
a. mn;gxx Operaticn Cimpmyion @ vas ma.med by a great nunher of

Artillery fire missions. There were 94 total fire missions fired
during this operation. Among these were 8 prep fives, 6. markmg rounﬂ

_missions, :and.10 concentration registrations. The remainding. .

4@ missions were fired either on Viet fong/ VA forces or on WA _
-mortar wnd artillery positionse. 411 but oo of these 94 missions
were observed, . All of these missions were fir>d in support of the
15t Battaliony 9th Marines,

The breskdown of missions by type of weapon is =3 followst
155mi=one .mission, 8 inch guns-2 missions, 4.2 inch mortenw ..

2 missions, 175mm-g1ms- 2 missions, and 105mm Howitzers-87 missions.
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The total mumber of rounds by type of round is as foilows$
HB.2761, WP-223, VI-69, and 16 illumination rounds. This accounts
for a total of 3069 rounds fired for the Operation. This total
accounted for one confirmed kill, mmerous bunkers destroyed, and
secondary explosions as well as suppressing NVA incoming mortar and

ertillery fives.

b dix.

During Operation Cimarron air support cons:.sted mainly of da:.lv

Vi_fresupp]y, medical evacuations and aerial observations

‘Obervation aiveraft were uséd extensively curing the da.ylighi:

hours for spotiing enemy mortars and artillery positions which had =~

been noted. Oocasionally these asircraft were uged by the swoeping
oompames to observe encmy movement preceeding them..

' Rosupply by helo was required by at least one company during
the operation, PBmpty watér containers still present a proklem %o
& moving unit due to ths shortage of chogpers for retrieving tham,

Thirty-five uedical evacuations 60k place incluéing two NVA
and thirty-three Ush.

Close air cuppsrt was limited to two deys of sirikes due to the
lack of gsuitable targets, These consisted of twenty two sorties,
using bombs, napalm and guns,

The Datvalion used ten T "'PQ-1O gorties pcr night for the
entire operation to hit enemy artillery positions and supply routes.
When suitabie targets arose, daylight TPQ's were employed.

ce Armop

The 1st Battalion 9th Me¥. was asz signed a platoon of tanks

throughout Operatlon Cimarron, These tanks wére used mainly in o

defensive position and were occasionally used to dellver H&I Tites,
While at Con Thien, five "twin" 40mm M=42's were available for
defensive use and B&I fires. For a short period thete was also a
section of LVI''s used for resiupply and transportations

&),

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

' ‘ )

Roag

kg ‘ 0034152

15 Jvly 67

Within the Z0A 1et Bn. 9th Marines was reported tha

90th Regiment of the 324th Division and the 341st Zivision of the
North Vietnomese Regular Army. During the first few weeks of the
operation NVA extillary units operating north of the Ben Hai River
ghelled the Battalion CePe at Con Thien wilh sporadic fire during
the daye At night the enemy on seversl occasions employed 82mn,
and 60mm mortar fire against Con Thien. Most of the fire direc-
ted at Con Thien was of harcssing type. During the last few wecks
of the operation enémy artillery and mortar fire against Con Thien

gradually increased,

Bnemy activity was limited to f:l:re tean size units which en=
ployed ambushes ond sniper activity againot friendly units. The
enemy also used DE-10 directional type mincs command detornated
ageinst friendly units. Several Chi-Com grenade booby traps were
fuund.

Very old enermy bunker systems were found ot D 164727,
Enemy trench systems were found throughout the Z0A; trench lines
and fighting positions were forur'd surrounding all the foom vile
lages.

Weather

The weather from 1 June 1967 to 2 July 67 wes fair and warm.
Phere wereinterringled high clouds throughout tm months however
these had no effect on air operations. The wind during this pee
riod blew from o generally north westerly direction. There were
cocasional thunder showvers and electricel disturhances in the
lage afternoon and early evenings.

C

Within the A0 of the st Bn.,9th Mar. there was a generally
heavy secondary growth with many by hedgerows and underbrush
vhich tended to charmelize movement along exiting trails. This
growth offered excellent cover end conccalment.

This area is characterized by rolling terrain interleced
vith small stream beds and rolling hills. Since the arca was
formerly rpopulated, abandoned paddies and dxy feyming areas ore
found throuwghout, There are dense hedgerows hampering movemsnt
and limiting fields of fire while affording excellent ambush
sites,

1l el
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The mission of the 1st Bn., 9th Marines during Opovaiion
Cimerron wag monifold and included the foliowing:

(1) Coordinate and provide sscurity for 11th Ingw. Su.
perscinel and equipment clearins o 600 otrip Letween
Con Thien and Gio Linhs _

(2) Be imepared on order to provide relief and reiaforcement
for Gio Linh artillexry outpost, Oua Viet facilities ad
Con Thien CIDG camp in the event of an enemy atiack.

(3) Conduct ground surve 1l nce anoiling atbacks through-
out assigned OA with designated forces; to detect and
destroy infiltration of HVA forces,

(4) Maintein security on Route 561 in ZLa by agrressive
patrolling slong flanks.

(5) Provide security for mine swecp teem in ZOi.

6) Occupy and defend Con Thien compley will: o command sroup
and a Sattalion. (=)

‘knggﬁi of Goeration.

The ccncept of eperation 7or the {st Ba. Gth Maxrine varied according
#C the particular mission assigned, One Cempany and a ccmm-ma LD
minus was used to provide scourity for the Bngincer porsonnl and
equiprent, Two ocrpanics onerated in the Z0A conduning ex»mswe
Sweep and Destroy operations; end 1 Company plus Fattaliorn L0C

group remained at Con Thien %o maintein secuzity.

Execution:

On 1 June the 1st Bn., 9th Marines were nainteining the pesitiens
they held at the end ef Pairde IV; utilizing day and ru'rht patrols,
Company "A" discoverad Fatiomal biberaiion Front Leaflets in the
vicinity of 1D 137712,

1850 on 2 June i the vieinity of YD 150713 o rosupply heli- ‘
copter to Compaxy "D peceived 6 to 7 rounds of snall ams fire -
rasulting in cne UM WIA, not eveocumted, Also on 2 Jume in the
vicinity of YD 150713 "B Compaiy discoveved one German Mauser,

1 French rifle mnd perts to & Russien Gorbine.
Ia the vicinity of YD 155741 at 1000 on 3 June 1967, Corvexy nal
received 20 rounds of smoll ams fire, returmed Tive and swept

(s)
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the ares discoverings 1 Mi6B1 rifle, 1 3.5: xocket Jaunchér seriel-
175214, 103 rounds of 5.56 mu ammo. This:action resulted in 2 USMG
WIA who were evaouated, A% 1350, ‘Company "B" foundy in the. vicinity o
XD 106675, = bunker caaplex consisting of 15 huwleys and algo
found 111 round: of 7.52mm armo, 4 Chice npreridesy ond 2 4K 47
 Magozinese The positions for the Compenies at this tima weret . -

Company "A" YD 150679, Comnany "B" YD 154718, Gompony "C" YD 113701,
‘Compary D" Y1 141717, 4% 1515 on 4 June in the wieinity of

YD 154218 Company 'B" found 32 chicsin grenades, 10 lboe of THT and
mmercus electric ond ncn-electric blasting ceps.

One 6 June, an airstrike was called at 1025 resulting in two
secondaxry explosions. At 1350 Comany "A receivad 2 rownds of 34F
re;uMing in one USMG WIA, medevaced., At 1430 Company 'B" in the
vieinity of YD 143720 found.4 NVA in graves 4 to 5 days old. They

- 23so found a xange quadrante At 2125 a souvnt size ambush froo
Company '"D" in tho vicinity of YD 145715 baveme disorienled and fired
on a friendly ;.Lw-fun'g post resulting in 4 USMC Wlite

On 7 June at 0045 Cormpony "A" in the vicinity of YD 133710 onened
fire on 2 V€ in & rico paddy regulting in 2 KIA probable, At 1040
a platoon of Compeny "B" mcke comtact with an estinebed platocn of
WVai. The results of this ection were one USMC EIA, 2 USHC WIA,

4 enery KIA confirmed, 4 enemy KIA probable, and one PCW. Upon
evacution the POW fell from the helicopter resuliing in one additional
KIA confirmed. ‘

On 8 June, only one incident was reported. 4t 1130 in the viecinity of
ID 157713, Company '"B" roceived and returncd SAF resulting in one
USMC WIA and two enemy KIA probables. No incidents were re;wrted
on 9 June,

On 10 Juné 1967, the companies were located as followad
Compeny "A" YD 163722, Company "B" YD 176713, Compary "C" YD 1427i7,
The 1/9 CP was at Con Thien CIDG camp« ALt 0940 a patrol from
Company "" located in the vicinity of 167725, found one dead FVA
and one AK47, Commanyy "BY in the vicinity of YD 185725 ciiocked o
VA embush, killing one NVA md spprchending one NVA POW WIL,; capturing
two SKS rifles, an unkuown quantity of grenndes and ¢laymore~fyvne
‘mines which were destroyed in place. At 1940 on 10 Junz the Bn,. CP ares
received 62 rounds of 82rm, resulting in one USHMC WIA non-evac.
cqpmter battery fire had good coverage and secondary explosions were
observed, No incidents were on 11 June 1967.

On 12 June 1967 at (200 a PPB from Cdmpany "C" rsceived one round
of incoming, possibly artillery, resulting in five USMC WTA, non

 evae, At 1005 Company 'B" in the wvicinibty of 185736 found one

Rugsian rifle and one bloody bandsge--one KIA probsble, Company "B"
at 1640 in the vicinity of YD 118683 found 15 NVA in graves, pluvs
miscellaneous gear,

During the period of 13 June to 20 June Company "D" was OPCON {o
3rd Bn 9th Marines., On the thifteenth one incident was reported
from Company "D" in the vicinity of ¥D 103709, 4 man tripped a
booby trap resuliing in one USMC WIAe

© "
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On 14 June & Company "C" patrol in the vicinity of YD 109740
tripped two booby traps resubting in two USMC KIA and ten USMC WIA.

Company "B" in the vicinity of TR 182724 el 143C received 1% roynds

of 82mm incoming resulting in five USMC WIA.
On 15 June 1967 Company "B" suffered one Non Batfle Casualty

 when a o45 cal. pistol discharged killing e Marine. At 1320

Company "B" in the vicinity of YD 185728 had LVI's atiacked and one
of the LVI''s detonated a mine resulting in onc USMC WIA non-ewvac.

During the rest of the month of June the Battalion had only 6 imeie
dents of enemy contact. On the 19th Company '"D" in the vicinity of YD
131718 found 8 fresh WVA graves, On the tuentieth, Company "B" in the
vicinity of YD 22674% received 37 rounds of unknowm caliber artillery.
resulting in two USMC KIA and eight USMC WI'. .

On the 24th and 25%h Co "A"™ and Co "D" plz a Ba Command Group(-)
conducted o SBARCH AND DESTROY oneration. -“wring this time Co "C
vrovided a blocking force,

On the 25th, Company "C" in the vicinity of YD 164708 made contact
resulting in cne cnemy KIA confirmed, 1 eney KIA probsble and
capturad 1 AK 47, ~nd 15 » 82om motar rotmd 1o On 27 Juze Somoany "GV
in the vicinity of YD 153723 detonzted = booby “rap resuiting in the
2 USMC WIA. On 26 <une o patrol from Compaiy "I made contact in the

" vicinigy of ID 124724 with an estimated enemy sguac resulting in 2

USMC WIA, 3 enemy confirmed kills and two enemy KIA probible,” The logh

major enemy contact on Operation Cimarrcn was msde by Company "D" ni

0600 on 29 June in the vicinity of YD 125716 vhen they engaged an
estimetcd enemy platoon resulting in three USMC KIA; 16 USMC WIA, 10
enemy KIA confimmed end 1 5 enemy KIA prota™is.

On 1 July 67 two minor incidents were rcooried. The 19t Bne,
9th Maxr. CP in the v:m::ubv of TD 106791 reccived 8 rounds of encmy
artillery with 3 USMC WIA non-evac. Company "B" detonsted a bochy
trap wiﬂv 2 T3MC WIa,. '
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 RVA/VC XIA CORFIRMZL 45
KVA/YC XIA PROBABLE o8
CHIEU HCRL 00

oe Sapinzed Mo x.ﬂiclﬂ‘

1 German Mauser

1 French Rifle

1 Buggian Oorhine -

1 M-16B1 Rifle

1 3,5 irch Rocket Iauncher

103 Founds 5,56Gmm armo

2 White Stox Parachutes

1M 49 L 2 trip flaxe

1 BA386 Baltery

1 M-14 Boyonet

1 35 inch roclhe! round

100 rounds 7,62mm arro

36 Chicom grenades

2 SKS riflos

6 claymoxe nines

1 Russian Rifle

15=82rm rds,
11. Aduinistrative.
a, Swoly. All vnits on operational. awlgment;a were issued
. one day Cless I, basic allowance of Class U =a1d combai essentials
Class II, The battalion was resupplied by heiiccpter and motor

transport convey. :

be Meintenance. othing gignifisant to zevort.

oo Treatment of Casualtiess Fvacution. sad Hognitoli:
Casunlties were treated in the ficld by the Battalion Sury

corpersn and evacuated by heliconter, if resuired, as quickly
ag possible,

. de Iransvortation. Motor tranupox‘b ;e ‘“lz.co-atcra were uscd
for non=tactical moves, All tacdtical oves were made cn foot.

e. Comunicateds. Nothina' giegnificant to report.

fo Medical Bvgluation. Nothing new or unusual to report.

12. io jopent ond T fones, lone.
(s)
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13« Commenders Analysis.

8, During Operaiiva Cimarron all wiits of the 1st Bn.,
9th Mar., and especially those located =% Con Thien CIDG Camp,
were subject to enemy indirect fire weapons. The enemy msde
extensive uge of long renge artillery fire, usually during
daylight hours; > harsss and inflict casualties on personnel
at Con Thien. This artillery fire came from north of the
Ben Hai River, and because most of the firing was done during
daylight houvs it was extremely difficult® to gut an accurate
location cn the gpms.

be No civic action was taken duc tc the fact that the
Battalion 20A was deserted.

c. Pryneps throvsh leaflets droppe’ by air.

G Pv'\
™A T
RoA.

NOTE: A1l Operstion »:crlays were destroyed vhen the st
Battalion 9th Marines COC sugtainod a dirvect hit from .
enzyy artillery.
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