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Company "C" (Rein) Capt HUTCHINSON -
v , .02 - 06 July. - WIA.
Compa.ny nge - 2ndbt TELEP
Fomwm"amyzhz e - 06.- 09 July 67
Det, H&SCo : e - 1stLt KROHN
FO Tm 81mm Plt ' . 09~ 10 July 67 - . .
Det, Med P1t R _ - Capt HARTZELL N
 Det, Comm PL% . . 10°- 14 July 67 e
) Ccmmny "D" (Rem) I  Capt SASEK
. . . @2 -06 July KIA
Company LI .
FO Tm "' Btry 2/12 - . ° o 1stLt SYDER
. Det, H&30o S . - 07 - 09 July 6"(
"FO. Trm, S1mm Flt S s L i Capt SHAFFER

ge:, iéledP;‘]: ST 9 - 14 July 67
e omm T 1% : .

»5; 'Sup;gcrtig Foroe
ae Arbillerve Operatlon BUFFALO wag I arkeo Dy AL increase in actual

iihysical contact with the enemy. There was a total of 42 missions fired .

during this 12 day speration. Due to the close contant with the enemy, maay . -
of the misgsions were {ired close to our friendly lines. Repeabted pushes by #
' ed due to the swift and accuratc artillexry fire.
e during the first several days of the aperaiin.

=L o7 1937 rounds fired during the Opefd."&ﬁ,.(::lc
¢ 1079 rounds of HE and 198 rounds of WB The 4,2

mortars £ ::=:“_64TH‘=‘ rounds, 5 iliumin=ilon ~xd-8 ¥WF: rounds. A1l -
of these =ad n support of the 4sk Dattalion, 9th Marines::
The numbhex ¢ rot rown due to the destyuction of records when the

Command &

ahit by enemy artillery on 7 July.- Th_LS is alkso truc
of H&L in

‘.J.-dmg mumber of rounds finad,.

i e L

< be ey 'ﬂpc-raw';ion BUFFALO air suppes’ was Hiped. éxtensively.’

On 2 July fixed wing aircraft were emyloyzd through the use of AO's
during dayiight hovrs anud inbto the night by wiiliizing flare :ghips. Enemy
forces were kep‘b under constant attack: throigh the close. coordmatlon of -
artiliexy, fixed wing aircraft and HUIE gunships. The HUIE gunships played
an important role in holdlng back enemy -attacks by’ providlng heavy mapreslve
fire whd.bh accounted for ma.ny NVA casualties. .

Other air- support actlon v.chich took place .on the '%nd day of Jxﬁy and S
during the period of the operation included the helo-1i fting of "GN -Company ' /"@5
from Dong Ha to the vicinity of Con Thien. This 13ft consisted of about ':,‘:’,"
135 personnel; ‘Nearly one hundred med-evacs were completed during the shor‘t “o

.~ - span of the 0peratlon. some of which were accompllshed during +he hours of
. . darkness by the use of flares.: All resupply ‘missiong for engazged cﬁr%gjmies
was accompllshed by helmopters. S ¥ Ll
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Fixed wing aircraft were uged for the first time in single salvo mans
on active NVA artillery batteries. Anti-aircraft fir: was extremely heavy,
destroying two aircraft and damaging four. One heliccpter was damaged by
anall arms fire.

¢s Amor. During Operation BUFFALO, the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines had
a platoon of tanks and a section of M-42's attached. The tanks were employed
not only in the defense of Con Thien, but also in infantry support missions.
On 2 July four tanks were used to secure an LZ for Comany "C" which was
being helo 1iftdd into the area of contact. They were also used in relief
column moving to assist Company "B". In this movement, the S0mm guns fired
canisters with their fire being directed by an airbome A0, This fire in
coordination with a HUEY gunship resulted in over TO confimcd kills, and
prevented &: ereny attempt to flank Companies 'B" and "C". Iour RYG rounds
were fired at the tanks during this encounter with only one czusing any
damage. This onc rendered the turret of one tank immobile. Two of the
tanks hit AT mines while evacuating casualties, but were able 0 be towed Ly

the remaining tvo %anks back to Con Thien. A4ll four were employed throughoui

the remainder of the operation in a defensive role at Con Thien,

6. Intelligence. Turing Operation BUFFALO the 1% I atialion, 9th Marines
encountered elements of the 90th Regiment, 32413 Divigica of the North
V:Letnamebe J.\.Lgu-l-d,‘ Axy. The enremy was equippefl with AC-4T7 rifles, %Wold

, sniper scopes, they emnloyed H2wm end €O0mm nortars,
snd T.62mn machine guns of he flinese Conmuniss
se dead NVA found had as mawy as 12 Chiltun gﬂ*'n-.-vh.--»

the Soviet : Threwer IPO - 50. The aneEny vas dressed in preen

uniformsg, ; g olsan and appoeared t¢ ve new. Scme of the cneny
were b MC flak gear and helmedr, and wome were carrying
M-16 L% of then carried gas masks. The enemy appeared
tobe f sal aggregive, Theisr tgectics were =sound and

they =pp ted, enploying artilleny and morbtar Tire extenszively.

2~14 July was hot and humid.
‘and at night it was cool

of

; Yo acnducht sesrch qnd des‘b" swoonsiablons within 40, maintain
secux.x.tv of the Mgy (Row *e 564) in A0, and pm»:w.c gecurlty Lo Con Thien,

8. Conoept of Operatisn. Two comanies opera’cd outside of the perimeter
of Con Thier to the west, northwest, north ani northeast, 0as coimany -
(re:.nforced\ H&S Company and the command group defended the Con Thien
perimeter, One company remained at Dong Ha pJ:mr' ding s meservo force as wall
a8 sccomplizhing sdministrative requirements, rei ‘.\rbl‘y..'.r'-.g and resta
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9, Executien. Operation BUF 'ALO began on 2 July 196/ with the 1st Battalion
9th Marines operating in and around the Con Thien defense perimeter. At
this time, Companies "A" and "B" were operating independently north and
northeast of Con Thien, Company "D" and "H&S Company plug the CP group were
inside the Con Thien defense perimeter with Company "C" at Dong Ha. At
020945, Company “A" detwated a booby trap resulting in 3 USC WIA. At the
game time Company "B" wepcrted receiving small arms fire which by 1000 had
ecore an engagomcat with an estimated 150 NVA. This estimate was later
reviged to an NVA Dattalion. At this time Company "A" was directed to move
to the east to link up with Conpany 1B, The action picked up repidly as
the enemy small smms iue was supnlemented by mortars and artillery. The
contact waz so ¢lise and occurred so guickly that friendly awxtillery cowﬂd
not be empluyed to supeort Company '"B". Company "A" attempted several trhines
$o Tink uvp 3th Sumpany '"B" but was preverted from doing so heary amall
ams fire froa ab) sides, At 1000, Compar: “C", at Dong Ta war alcived to
stand by to be he'o-1iftsd to the area of vontact. §In the mosati e, radic
contact with Company "B indicated that the Cormanimng Officer, Zwo Platoon
Commanders, Forward Observer and Company radio operator had woen killed and
the FAC hal taken over camand. Shortly thereafter commnisstions with him
was lost. The Cospany XD whe was with tha 1st Piat Q(” ims% in order of
Ltia:cch) , benind the corpany cemmand group establiched contact with the
Battalion ¢. P

“e3A was directed to move to Uannany "CU"'s LZ anc
suents of Company "B". At zuout 1200 Company "C!
slty of YD13%37412 which had bren sacured by s phabq,_o.:r:

; {,,_a‘boon of tanks. Befo:r" uom'any "G could v cul o
<ouand s of mortar fire ard artillery- suffernu«« i1

-4 ncrth from the L% retracing Conmpany "B"'s woute of
4 pedit of . adva.ntr} wrth i "GY Company -

: istance of th» newly appointed
emecel evacuation of Cempany
1% located at 8139711, - Throughout. the day
v massed artillery and mortar fire., Casuslties
were taking additional wovnds and] neroormel in the

B LAt 1500 with Cu Al ‘, "G and remaing -

i all sides, * siion Commander notified the
i1 assebs of the 11 KOG mgagpd and the

_‘";‘, this junctu : Reg ntal Conmander

ved vy helicopter n% 7%  On arrivel of 3/9,

Companiag T grd : :came JP"‘ON of. 3/ eg dire cted by the meginental

Commarder. The wmajiring elenents of Cempany "7" and the platoon of Comnan:,"

"DY ir the L3 wewr: movad into Con Thien perlmdu,.r. arriving there

at 2045. Casuaibies sufferred by. 1/9 for 2 July 1967 were 54 WO IM

USMe—wind, 34 USMT MILA, & search ol the ba‘tlefisld cu 4 and T JUIF TO - ‘

) two uec,ks ¢f'dental idar.i 1f¢c( tion producss the following

I'LBO Ter bLedies 200
. UNCLASSIiD
“ i

&

Sattal :'Lon 52
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revision to the above cagualty figure: 84 USHC K14, 166 USHZ WIA, and 1
USMC MIA,

There was no reporsed contact on 3 July. However, during the period
3,49 July, Con Thien was subjected to sporadic enemy artillevy firc recplvmg
fran 5 %0 359 xounds = daye. (350 on 2 July)

ay Gomma.nder of 'C" Company waz evacuated efter being
wourded by snemy a:cti'j eory fire. Later the same day (193%0) %he company

commander «nd fius crgeant of Company 'DV" were killed by incoming artilliery
fire in the Aefeanne p*"metc" of Con Thicn,’

On 6 July the Comyp-

As a » loges suffered by hoth "A" and OV crapanies during
the precsa the operation and “he loss of ‘he "GV lompray
Courander; Jompanies were corivined under the ¢ and of Company

AN g Commanding ML . Shortly thereafter, the coroined ~~mpanies

("a" and ”C") gioprissd an estimated 200 HVA who were caugh® moving acrosi
"A" Company's po sl In the fighting vhich ensucé and continued throvgh-
out the unight, .y was credited with 150 NVi confimed KIA with only
minor friendly cneuaslibies.

v of July, the 1/9 CP receivzd wwo rowmds of heavy

. At 5345 on the
a.rtiller‘r one ¢ was a dircet hit on the COC ';Ltn&or remulting in
Lyoend WIA. Thig fire was egtimzied to be of 130mm =732
v et o= 1% July the Battalior opositions gt Con Thiss
oo to eneny artillery fize which infifeted 3 1
[T ‘

e ‘ /o
o GRUON 179 and were kept
aouthorn sact v a3 a veanticn/

“ 47 and "QN
&7 and "C",
2 perimeter !

(Route 564 T unsovered one
z the period.

Jothe. 3d Bet oo L. 4N Warines arrived ab

Gor 3f ‘positions /9. At 160 13 July 1/9
cenin co, and assumed esLongibility for he defense of

C ’

10. Eoguiitse ne Loimingh oy of Opero on T ‘IJ‘,AI(J &b 140001 July found the

'chw llsLéi ey uﬂl’w ElguLJse

R fi.'.f.::-,sua"é:?';ies ';a:g;staine'i.;

o
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MM KIA - 113

F N

GHCLASSIFIER S 1ok - 103

UMC MIa -1

b. Casgualties T

VC/NVA Confimied KIA - 224
VC/NVA 7robabic KIA - 141

TCAVA POV Wia S
G ialg. A large quantity of materials, weapons, grenade:
and C-4 we ~in place due to the lack of rnez=ns to cvacuate sanms,
however, 5. gear was turned in by Comnany 4" and Tommny "CU.

then OPCOE

A Due to heavy losses of equipment
BUFFALO, u; 2a8 ealled on to meet rather gstiff N
damaged or irsluded 2 M274's, % Water tral o
1 M-416, Q T RC -~ 292, 1 M~60, and 2 £y g1
shortage « vanteens, and M-16 maganines, which wore oun an f”‘

vor difficulty encountered wmeo seclaiming of casus
.ot s on Operatimal agsigoment ed onz day
o7 Lass B and complete essent Resunply was
© trancsporte.

priority

0 the heavy dust, aand higher usesgz
rance had to be a congbtani concern. 3
ione Ha to Con Thien <211y “here was an abnomal
271 vehicles. ¥ ik, major nroblan en-~
:age wmate fox f -nagor item, the
adar, was aen %5 of the - bime
Approximst JLV iwenty AN/PRC-25 radios were
The ms jorih i nce problems on
seributed to the Llaoux o

ad at
dipsmen and w

this Battalion
viers, if requix:

as possibie,

:5ical moves:
vas Were mads

. rongpert and helicopters wore used fow non-ie
Wita the xcepulon of the helo-1ift .on 2 July ail tPC iical n

-on foot.
CR UNCLASSm £D
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e. Comrmnications. Froblen was discussed in a. and ¢. above.
f. Medical Evaluation. Nothing new or umusual o report.

12. Special Equipment and Techniques. The new search light battery was
employed, not lorg enough to get a true gvaluation.

13. Comander's snalysise Just prior to the commencement of Operation
BU AIO, two Companies of 1/9 had been conducting sweeps to the rorth, aud
northeast cf Cor Thien. .

The moyvement »f Co

paniee "A" and '"B" on 2 July appearcd to have tripped

off prenaturely =i encuy build up which from all indications. and sub seqrent
interrcgation 55 one PUY  gubgbantiated, the NVA had not waried to maks any
contact at this time. %he NVA were infiitcating through the MZ zassing for -
a large operation, po:eibly against Con Thien, Gio Linh or Dorg Ha. Their

avowed tgctics of not hitting an objective unless victory is assared; confims.
%he presence of ab lewst wo NVA Battalions supmorted by nunmerous artillery

pieces (pcssibly 6 to 8 batteries). These enemy forces were able, despite

heavy losses, t0 withirsw grudgingly when 3/9 and 1/3 zovel into the area

to exploi* the contar’ developed by 1/9. '

The iferce aution -f £ July resulting in heavy riiendly casualties in
a snort time gnsn. wolints ont the need for amere effliclent sasualty evacuvatic

systom.
}

with "ae
devat pe

v 1eeded to continue the action nee required o help
i pergoanel and material. 1T .cars pecessery fo

- providing litter bearers fror uther sovreces v Gri -
Ao om and keep more of the infantxy elements enraged in ‘

1 exceprionally well “rsined and equipped holding theiw
6o, ard naking excellant uge of cover nud sorGealnunt.
W avher Tire were ussi exteasively wibti tle enemy force

v Tmovtar ané artiilery iive in the atbacks

fire <
Plannc
moving ..

< were nged e force Marines frem positicns of concealmer’
o mevenent by getting firc wo ncdgeriws. Phiere are reporbs.
5 oocesiong caey called out in Tagliinsh, "riendly: “nd Platoon."
cecarts Lod them wearing USMC helm ! i jackets and u¥ing M-161g.

Sonsidering the cefcnse a% Con Thein the cbetacles arcund the perimeter
consigted of a combinstion of double. gpron, triple concortina strands, and
targic foch witr off-sch gates. Placed wishin the onter wive were 25/30
55 gallon ¢rums with 2 canbination of napain/gasoline (FUGATSZ) detonated
electrically. Teoch nosition had 2 to 3 ulaynoves a6t jJust vehind the inney

gtrend of wire. Enemy actic against thess defensivae 1 osticiig for -the perini

A
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consisted of artillery fire, both medium and heavy caliber with incoming
fire, ranging fram 5-350 rounds (2 July) per day, concluding the period with
the use of heavy artillery fire in lesser murber; but anploying delay-type

fuzes.

ximately 5 feet of sandbags, loose dirt,

One of these destroyed the Battalion COC bunker, penetrating appro-

and 12" X 12" timbers.

be No civic zoticn was undertaken.

a. No ¥Payps

werc

sonducted.

o7

5 sonmrmie

SORN Qj Aa
\r:“ (‘, /'L\_.L.—-,,W,.‘
\‘é <
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